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BSU organizes series of events
to celebrate Black History
Nathan Wall
Staff Writer

__________________________

In honor of Black History
Month, which spans the month
of February, the Black Student
Union (BSU) has planned a series
of events to celebrate and reflect
on Black history. The Committee
on Diversity Affairs (CODA) and
the Diversity and Intercultural
Center (D&IC) have provided
funding to support BSU, as well as
assistance in planning events.
Events started Feb. 4, with a
speaking event from Mr. Speaker,
which is the pseudonym he uses
professionally, about financial
and business strategies. On Feb.
9, there was a candle-making
event coordinated by BSU and the
Pan-Asian Organization (PAO).
According to the PAO Board, the
two groups have been wanting to
collaborate in order to showcase
solidarity and support with each
other’s respective organizations,
and this event was a fun and easy
way to deepen their relationship.
Events to follow will include
a Step Workshop from Senior Raven Ganaway on Saturday, Feb. 12,
in the Wellness Center, and free
haircuts from Black hairdressers on Thursday and Friday, Feb.
17–18. Following this will be the
annual Black Excellence Ball, a
formal dance meant to showcase
the achievements of Black people,
on Sunday, Feb. 19, at the Esch
Hurvis Center.
There will also be a lecture
on Sunday, Feb. 20 from St. Norbert Professor and Dean of Social
Sciences Omobolade DelanoOriaran, who was brought in by
CODA, on Black history in Ap-

pleton. The lecture will coincide
with the unveiling of the Stone of
Hope exhibit, which is a series of
floor banners which honor and
celebrate Black history in the Fox
Cities. It will be open in the Seeley
Mudd library.
Black History Month will
end with a Spirit Week from Feb.
21-26, which will culminate with
Cultural Expressions, an annual
talent show meant to highlight the
talents of Black Lawrentians, on
Saturday, Feb. 26.

To view the full
schedule of events,
scan the QR code:

According to BSU co-president and Junior Amaka Uduh,
Black History Month has changed
a bit in recent years. As part of
this, POC Empowerment Week, an
annual week of activities that are
meant to empower Lawrence students of color, has been moved to
later in the year, in order to keep
Black History Month about Black
history and encourage Lawrentians to support Black people outside of February.
Last year, Black History
Month was entirely virtual, and
many of the events had to be
canceled or rolled back due to
pandemic restrictions. This year,

BSU wants to have an in-person
celebration, but in order to keep
Black History Month COVID-19
safe, masks will be mandated for
all events, and a negative test will
be required before anyone from
off campus enters any buildings. A
negative test is also strongly suggested for students who take advantage of the haircuts, according
to Uduh.
Uduh hopes that the Black
History Month events will succeed
in acknowledging the historical
mistreatment of Black people, celebrating Black culture and history
and honoring those who fought
against oppression and racism.
Events such as Cultural Expressions will celebrate the talents and
accomplishments of Black students, while the Stone of Hope Exhibit will acknowledge and honor
Black history in the Fox Cities.
“Black History Month is
about celebrating our ancestors,
the people who fought for us to
be here, who fought against segregation, racism and slavery,” said
Uduh, “When I think of Black history, I think of my skin, my hair,
my eyes, my build, the way I walk,
my beautiful Black family and
friends.”
Although
Black
History
Month is about Black people,
Uduh encouraged non-Black Lawrence students to take part in the
celebration. She wants all students
who want to celebrate to feel welcome. Although discrimination
against Black Lawrentians remains an issue, Uduh stressed the
importance of celebrating Blackness.
“Don’t look at us and just see
oppression,” she added.

Do you have questions about any new developments on campus? Should the
Lawrentian be covering any event?

Let us know!
Send any tips to TheLawrentianNews@gmail.com.

Do you have questions about any new developments on campus? Should the
Lawrentian
be covering any event?
CORRECTION:
In The Lawrentian issue published on Feb. 4, we misspelled Anneliese
DeDiemar’s name. The spelling has been corrected in the online version of the
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article, and we apologize for the error.
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(ABOVE) Mr. Speaker, who gave a speech during the first event of Black History Month, addresses the
audience in the Diversity and Intercultural Center.
Photo by Adam Fleischer.
(MIDDLE) Sophomore Jahnavi Pradhan and juniors Kim Du and Reese Lavajo help distribute dyes and
herbs for the students who are making candles.
Photo by Alana Melvin.
(TOP) A variety of herbs are laid out on a table at the Feb. 9 candle-making event.
Photo by Alana Melvin.
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COVID-19
ON CAMPUS

Weekly updates on the status of
COVID-19 at Lawrence

TOTAL
CASES

ACTIVE
CASES:

LU:
305

LU:
36

Appleton:
21,050

Appleton:
140

We are in:
The entrance to Kaplan’s Cafe features an etching of the words, “The Cafe,” on the door.
Photo by Jamie Dong.

Bon Appetit faces staffing shortage

Marzuka Amal
Staff Writer

________________________

With the progression of
Winter Term, Bon Appetit,
Lawrence’s dining service, has
faced scrutiny over the hours
of Kaplan’s Cafe, as they have
changed throughout the weeks,
sometimes with little warning.
Throughout the term, students
have expressed frustration on
various social media platforms
regarding Cafe closures, with
multiple entries regarding a
lack of access to the Cafe’s food
on @lawrencemissedconnections, a student-run Instagram
page with over 700 followers.
The Cafe’s somewhat irregular timings, paired with
early closure on Saturdays and
being completely shut down
on Sundays, have prompted

some students to reach out
to Bon Appetit’s new general
manager, Michael Downey, as
suggested by Chair of the Student Welfare Committee Mikayla Frank-Martin. She also
encouraged students to reach
out to Bon Appetit directly in
a satisfaction survey via a post
on the “Lawrence Shoutbox,” a
Facebook group for Lawrence
students. This post received 21
comments and 32 reactions.
The root cause of the instability, according to student
employees whom we shall refer
to as X and Y, is a lack of staff.
Without enough employees to
run the Cafe, they are having
to shut down early or not even
open.
Downey was contacted
by The Lawrentian for an interview on Feb. 4, and he did

not initially respond. Following the interview of a fulltime
employee, The Lawrentian
was informed of a Bon Appetit
policy forbidding workers, excluding the general manager,
from speaking to any publication. Following this, Downey
responded on Feb. 7, agreeing
to do an interview without setting any date. However, since
then, he has not responded to
any questions from The Lawrentian. As such, there has
been no formal response from
Bon Appetit, which has made it
difficult to verify some details
regarding Bon Appetit’s staffing and policies. However, a
few student workers, who shall
remain anonymous for job security reasons, agreed to share
their experiences.
Student employee X said

that multiple employees
have left the job since Fall
Term. Although they cannot speak for those individuals, they suggested
a few possible causes for
the departures, including
long hours which may extend for up to an hour following the scheduled end
of the shift, as they must
clean and make sure everything is in order, which can
cut into their time for homework. They went on to talk
about how, despite being one of
the highest paying jobs on campus, they sometimes feel that
the pay is not worth the effort.
However, these complaints are not universal among
employees. Student employee
Y felt that that their wage was
appropriate for the expected
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Masking required indoors, KN95
or double masking recommended;
weekly surveillance testing; keycard
access for building entry; in-person
co-curricular activities resume.
*data reported as of Feb. 9
workload. Further, they said
that the student employees are
not forced to stay outside of
their scheduled time, but they
do so out of loyalty to the older
employees, dividing the work
to make it easier. As such, they
said they didn’t really know
why various employees have
decided to quit.
In addition to the high
workload, employee X also
cited COVID-19 protocols as

a reason for low staffing. With
unpredictable surges in COVID-19, many employees feel
unsafe working around so
many unmasked individuals as
they eat their meals, as well as
students who do not wear their
masks correctly.
Although Bon Appetit
may be taking steps to increase
staff, that information is not
available to The Lawrentian
due to the lack of response.

Lawrence competes in annual Campus Race to Zero Waste
Elizabeth Rienstra
Staff Writer

_______________________

The annual Campus Race
to Zero Waste started on Jan.
30 and is continuing through
the end of Winter Term. This
year, Lawrence is participating
in the Diversion, Food Organics and Per Capita categories.
Campus Race to Zero
Waste is a competition between
universities across the U.S. to
promote waste reduction of
all kinds within their campus
communities, according to the
Campus Race to Zero Waste
website. It originally started as
RecycleMania in 2001 between
Miami University and Ohio
University to see which college could recycle the most per
student. Since then, over 1,000
universities have participated,
and the competition has grown
to include four categories of
waste measurement.
Out of the four categories, Lawrence is participating

in three. Diversion measures
the amount of recyclable and
organic waste that is kept out
of landfills by calculating what
percentage of each university’s
total waste is diverted away
from landfills and into recycling and compost.
Food Organics focuses on
minimizing food waste. The
Campus Race to Zero Waste
website lists multiple ways
universities can earn points
for this category, including
compost, which Lawrence is
focusing on this year. The Sustainable Lawrence University

how much the university is
recycling per student, which is
measured through Lawrence’s
dumpsters and compacter.
Sophomore
Anders
Hanhan, co-chair of the LUCC
Sustainability Committee, said
that the goal of participating
in Campus Race to Zero Waste
is to encourage students to actively practice sustainability
and reduce Lawrence’s waste
output as a campus. He hopes
that the competition will help
ingrain waste-reducing practices into Lawrence’s permanent culture.

motional and educational material throughout the term on
both social media and posters
hanging around campus. They
have also partnered with Bon
Appetit to encourage clamshell
usage by implementing a golden ticket system, where a QR
code will be placed in several
clamshells per week and can be
redeemed for reusable dinnerware such as straws, utensils
and water bottles.
There is a similar lottery
system in place in Kaplan’s
Café, according to Adya Kadambari, co-chair of the LUCC

There are no further plans at
the moment for promoting
Campus Race to Zero Waste
due to a lack of resources and
time, according to Hanhan.
Grace Subat, Sustainability and Special Projects Fellow,
added that Lawrence is working to make it easier for people
to know what to do with their
waste, such as putting larger
stickers on dumpsters to indicate what can and can’t be
recycled, as many items which
end up in the garbage should
be recycled and vice versa.
Last year, Lawrence fin-

the key is that students make
the sustainable choices and
changes when they can.
Hanhan emphasized that
sustainability is not a one-person endeavor and individual
changes alone are not enough
to make Lawrence more sustainable as a whole. Kadambari
added that Lawrence’s outcome in Campus Race to Zero
Waste will be greatly affected
by which sustainability options
Lawrence provides to students.
However, she and Hanhan said
that individual changes in behavior can still contribute to

Garden (SLUG) and Lawrence
University Environmental Organization will assist in measuring the amount of compost
produced.
Per Capita is the original
category of Campus Race to
Zero Waste. It measures the
weight of recyclables produced
by each school, then divides
that weight by the campus
population to approximate

The LUCC Sustainability
Committee is focusing on the
amount of waste produced surrounding Bon Appetit -- food
and otherwise. They are encouraging students to use the
green clamshells, bring their
own mugs to Kaplan’s Café and
bring their own utensils to Andrew Commons.
The LUCC Sustainability
Committee plans to put up pro-

Sustainability Committee. Any
student who brings their own
mug will be able to scan a QR
code at checkout to enter a
drawing for a prize.
However, the golden
ticket system with clamshells
has not yet started due to a lack
of available clamshells for Bon
Appetit to hand out as a result
of students not returning them
or throwing them in the trash.

ished in the bottom 15% of
participating schools. Hanhan
said that bouncing back from
last year is dependent on students having the opportunity
to choose to produce less waste
and doing so. He acknowledged that it can be difficult
to always be sustainable on a
closed campus with few dining
options and an ongoing shortage of clamshells, but he said

Lawrence’s success.
“More than anything,
more than doing one action on
campus, something that I think
is really important over these
next five weeks is: be conscious
about when you put something
in the garbage,” Hanhan said.
“That doesn’t disappear from
the planet, right? That goes
and sits for years in a pile over
in northeast Appleton.”
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Kenneth Peñaherrera Quiroz
Staff Writer

____________________________

The winter season has been up
and running and we have a lot of excitement from several LU teams. This
season promises a lot more than last
year, given that many of the sports did
not have a season this past year due
to COVID regulations. Nonetheless,
the Vikes have came back with all they
have, here is a recap of this past week.
Wonder Oliver
Cristyn Oliver is a sophomore
that participates in the Lawrence
Cross Country and Lawrence Track
and Field women’s team. If you have
not heard about her by now, chances
are you are not connected to Lawrence.

Sean McLaughlin
Staff Writer

____________________________

We are now just 4 weeks away
from the 2022 Arnold Classic, now
back to its normally scheduled date
in early March. At this proximity to
the show, some competitors are beginning to drop out, and based on the
physique updates we see them posting, the real contenders are becoming
clear. This week I’d like to predict my
top 5 (in order, which always leads
to great success of course; just look
back at my Olympia predictions for
proof of that) and explain a little as
to why I’ve picked the lineup I have
5th: Akim Williams
The big issue with Akim as I have
said before is always conditioning. He
is always freakishly massive, and he
always brings good proportions, but
he is rarely (if ever) as cut and dry as
the other competitors. Still, I think
he has enough to pull 5th place here.
Modern bodybuilding seems to have
a fetish for size over aesthetics. The
days of Lee Labrada, Frank Zane, Bob
Paris and more turning bodybuild-

Antonio Gonzalez
Staff Writer

____________________________

This upcoming weekend has the
biggest rematch the middleweight
division has ever seen as Oceania’s
biggest stars take to the octagon to
settle the score. New Zealand’s Israel
Adesanya defends his belt against the
former Australian champion, Robert
Whittaker in a rematch 3 years in
the making. The fight between the
two will be taking place in Houston,
Texas, home to one of the stars in the
Co-main event, Derrick “The Black
Beast” Lewis who will take on up and
coming heavy-weight Tai Tuivasa.
The main events this Saturday are
sure to be ones to watch and lead to
exciting outcomes in the respective
divisions of each of the fighters, it will
also likely give me something to write
about next week.
Starting with some exciting
fights on the undercard we have
the first fight of the card with veteran Bobby Green taking on German Nasrat Haqparast. This fight
is sure to start the night off right as
the two fighters prefer to stand and
trade shots. As the young and hungry
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It apparently was not enough for this
fantastic athlete to make the NCAA Division III Championship this past fall,
but she has came back with even more
hunger for success. This week marks
the third, straight week that Oliver
takes away the MWC performer of the
week. Not only has she been amounting these POTW prizes, but she has
also been breaking several school records as of late. This only leaves us
in awe as we watch the track star face
another meet this upcoming Friday.

Kenya Earl: Record Breaking
Forward
Kenya Earl holds the following season highs thus far: Points per
game, FG attempts, free throws made,
rebounds, blocked shots, and has the
lowest assist/turnover ratio. Earl is

NOT the player with more minutes per
game for the Vikings, and is absolutely
dominant force on the court, alongside
star guard Ashley Batac. The Vikings
have quite literally never seen a force
as dominant as Earl, and she is absolutely a player that has broken record
with strength and grace. The LU WBB
team looks to take against Cornell College (twice) this weekend, finishing off
the week at Alexander Gymnasium.
OT Scott
It seemed as if the Men’s Ice
Hockey Team was going to lose
against the UW Eau-Claire team
this past weekend, but three goals in
crunch time, with two assists from
Kyle Gierman, allowed the Vikings
to continue their 7-game streak being undefeated. In the third period,

James Scott shot an absolute dart to
tie the game. The Vikings, who have
improved their record tremendously,
will now finish the regular season this
Friday, when they face Trine University in the Appleton Ice Center.
Silent Larson
The Men’s Tennis Team has started to resume play after an extremely
long break. The Vikings have dropped
the two contests that they have been in
thus far. Despite an extremely young
team, filled with energy and good
play, the Vikings are happy with number 1 in the lineup first year, Andrew
Larson, who has picked up victories
in both of the last contests in rather
dominant fashion. This team is definitely one to watch in the close future,
as most of the players are fresh, full

Arnold Classic 2022 preview

ing into an art are long gone now.
In decades past, I would have had
the smaller and more aesthetic Brett
Wilkin or maybe even Regan Grimes
in this spot, but when size wins
the prize, then size IS the prize to
make my top 5, so Akim squeaks in.

been improving, and it seems judges
may be coming around. He placed
8th at the Olympia, above Akim in
9th, and I think if for nothing other
than the sake of consistency, he’ll
repeat that small victory here, even
if it isn’t enough to crack the top 3.

4th: Justin Rodriguez
Justin is commonly overlooked
in bodybuilding for some reason, and
I think it’s about time that changed.
While he is not by any means the
most genetically gifted bodybuilder in
history, his physique flows incredibly
well, he brings consistent conditioning, he keeps his midsection in check,
and his proportions are always very
good. Justin simply gets overlooked
because he doesn’t have a freak factor
like other top pros. Akim, for example, has some of the biggest biceps the
sport has ever seen. Hadi Choopan
brings the craziest conditioning I’ve
ever seen. Big Ramy is, well BIG. Justin is more arguably more complete
than 99% of professional bodybuilders, and even has a decent posing ability, but get set aside for that reason.
But in recent times his placings have

3: Steve Kuclo
I think Steve is going to repeat
his 2021 placing here and take third.
Steve is another one of these freakishly big bodybuilders without a lot
of aesthetics, which unfortunately
I think means he’ll top Justin in the
placings. But what Steve brings that
other bigger guys like Akim bring is
conditioning. Last year he should
arguably have won the show, let
alone come third, on account of the
fact that he paired size with a look
that can only be described as diced
to the bone. If he repeats that look
this year, I don’t think he’ll win on
account of the two guys we have to
come, but he should be a runaway
winner for the best-of-the-rest.
2: William Bonac
My next prediction is the 2020

winner will come second in his return
to the Arnold stage. He missed last
year’s show due to visa issues, and
so will be looking to come back firing
and defend his title two editions on.
Sadly for him, I don’t think that will
be the case. Bonac will definitely have
a good run at first place, and I would
not be surprised if he does in fact lift
the trophy at the end of the show, but
something in his physique has always
been lacking to me. He’s a shorter
guy, which to his favor means he is a
very densely packed bodybuilder with
the illusion of carrying even more
freaky size than he does; however
he does seem to struggle with conditioning to me. He never maintains
the deep cuts in his legs that other
top pros do, and while his arms are
crazily big and round, the separation
from bicep to tricep, as well as the
horseshoe in the tricep, never seem to
pop like they should. He’s a top professional for sure, and very consistent, but for me Bonac is a very “eh”
contender, even if I could never come
close to the physique he carries. That
bias places him second in my list.

The Reaper vs Stylebender in UFC 271

Haqparast looks to climb through the
lightweight rankings, he must deal
with an experienced and strong Bobby Green who is coming off his own
win against Al Iaquinta. Both have
something to prove and will be sure
to show it this weekend with a great
fight.
Next up, skipping over the second fight of the night, is the third
even between two high ranked middleweights and possible future title
contenders. Derek Brunson, who is
ranked #4, will take on #3 ranked
Jared Cannonier for either a top 2
ranked spot or a possible title fight
after the result of the main event
fights. Derek Brunson, who is on a
5-fight win streak, will take on the
ever-dangerous Jared Cannonier who
used to fight at heavyweight and has
made the cut down to middleweight,
while still carrying the tremendous
power and durability of a heavyweight. Brunson favors his ground
game over the striking which may be
successful against Cannonier, but his
strength and power may be trouble
for Brunson who has had trouble
with strikers with excellent takedown
offense. It lines up to be a great fight

to open up the main events.
The co-main event is set to end
quick as two heavyweight knockout
artists aim to best the other. Houston
native Derrick Lewis who holds the
all-time UFC knockout record will
face off against Tai Tuivasa, an Australian on a 5-fight win streak with all
knockouts within the first two rounds.
Both fighters carry heavy power and
could switch the lights off of the other
at any given moment. Ideally this
fight ends quick, but if both fighters
share equal respect for the other, it
may be a long game of chicken to see
who takes the first heavy blow. This
fight would be interesting for the
rankings as Tuivasa sits at #11 and
Lewis at #3. A dramatic shift in the
rankings with a win here and another
victory might see Tuivasa earn himself a title shot in the near future. But
Lewis is no slouch, the devastating
power he carries has had devastating
CTE consequences for many in the
division as he has numerous knockout highlights and, if Tuivasa is not
careful, Lewis may extend his all-time
knockout record this weekend.
The final event and long-awaited rematch between middleweight

champion Israel Adesanya and the
former champion Robert Whittaker
will top the night off in a fight that
could go either way. The reigning
champ has been seemingly unbeatable at middleweight, suffering his
only MMA loss when he moved up
to light heavyweight to face the then
champion, Jan Blachowicz. Aside
from that decision loss, Adesanya
has done away with top contenders
in Yoel Romero, Paulo Costa, and
Marvin Vettori, clearing out most of
the division and primed to face the
one man that once held UFC gold.
Robert Whittaker has been hungry
for his shot at the title ever since losing it to the current champion back
in 2019. On his path back to a titleshot, Whittaker has done away with
terrifying top contenders in Darren
Till, Jared Cannonier, and Kelvin
Gastelum. Whittaker has improved
drastically since his last fight with
Adesanya where he, self admittedly,
was not fighting like himself and had
ego clouding his vision. The former
champ has since looked exceptionally crisp in his striking, combining
combinations with both hands at feet
and setting up deadly traps that have

of energy faces. The Vikings will play
again this upcoming Friday at home,
against Wisconsin Lutheran College.
More Viking Events:
The Men’s Basketball team, with
a new coach this year in Casey Korn,
will be facing conference giant this
season, Cornell College this weekend
at Iowa.
The Women’s Hockey team will
be hitting the ice again this Friday, as
they take Concordia Wisconsin first
away, and Saturday at home.
Vikings, these are your team
events for this week! Never forget to
come out and support all of our student-athletes.

1st: Brandon Curry
Who else could it be but the only
former Mr. Olympia in the lineup.
Brandon somehow always improves
between shows, and has year on year.
He has come second in the Olympia
twice since winning it in 2019, with
it seeming that only Big Ramy can
stop him winning shows. With the big
Egyptian not in this Arnold lineup,
there is no one in Brandon’s way to
reclaiming the title he won back in
2019 as well. I have not always been a
fan of Brandon, but he has proved me
wrong time and time again. His legs
were his weakness for years, but now
they don’t look out of place among the
best. His upper body has always been
massive, and he has one of the best
V-tapers out there. The thing with
Brandon is while he may not be the
best at one thing necessarily, he’s in
the top 2-3 in the world in everything,
so next to him everyone else’s flaws
pop. I believe this will happen at this
year’s Arnold. He will out condition
and proportion Akim, outsize Justin,
have better aesthetics than Steve, and
out condition Bonac as well to claim
the title.

walked great fighters into dangerous
territory. Along with his always tremendous chin and heart, Whittaker
has improved his grappling ability
as he seems to take down opponents
at will using his exceptional timing
coupled with the threat of his striking. The first fight ended within the
early minutes of the second round,
but with the performances of both
fighters in their last fights and the
improvements they have been able to
make in the past 3 years, it is anyone’s
guess as to how this fight will go. A
knockout could go to either fighter. A
decision could go to either fighter. It
is unknown to many objective viewers exactly how this fight will go, but
if my judgement is correct, this fight
will be a chess match if both fighters
perform to their best and has a lot of
potential to be the fight of the year.
This fight will be career defining for
both fighters and may even set up a
trilogy match depending on the outcome. I for one cannot wait and will
hold my opinion as to who will win
since, apparently every fighter I want
to win decides to lose, which is why I
do not gamble.

VARIETY
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Goosepimples

By Madeleine Corum

Song of the Week: “Absolutely
Cuckoo” by the Magnetic Fields
Last week I got creative!

with the red, meticulously sketching
out a circle with my smallest brush.
It worked for a little while, but a

face from wiping sweat off my brow
for the past hour. For someone who
had a lot more work ahead of them, I

Around 8 p.m., I came out to
find the low coffee table in the common room covered in little tubes of

nights will follow and we can eventually fill it. Looking up at it, I think
about falling asleep under my mural.

On the Winter solstice in 2018,
I went to Jerry’s Artarama. It holds
a special place in my memory of
my home town, in part because the
trips were so few and far between.
My mom and I drove up that Friday
morning during winter break. We’d
been living in her new condo for
about three years, and I’d long been
fantasizing about painting on the wall
behind my bed but was too daunted.
I’d never painted on anything but
paper or canvas before. Painting on a
wall seemed bigger, more important,
like you had to be somebody to do
that… but maybe it was also a way to
claim that space as my own.
I picked out four colors -- a
muted red, a cream color and two
shades of blue -- some paint brushes,
a palette knife and a palette. At home,
I remember moving my whole bed
out to make space. I started slowly

whole wall is big. I shifted up to my
biggest brush, widening the circle
out with the cream, but it still wasn’t
doing the trick. So I ditched the brush
and started finger painting. More,
I kept thinking, bigger, until more
and more of my fingers were covered
in paint, and then my whole hands.
Before I was a third of the way done, I
was sweeping my arms over my head
in broad strokes, dipping my whole
hands into puddles of paint on my
palette, widening the circles out into
a big fiery ball that faded into a warm
glow before a deep blue background.
It wasn’t long before I used up all of
our blue.
I was shocked. Two whole tubes
of paint that I’d only just bought,
gone. And the wall was still at least
half empty. And I was sitting there
with navy blue hands and paint on
my floor, on my clothes and on my

felt strangely satisfied.
As the term inevitably gets more
and more hectic and filled with work
and stress, I’ve begun finding solace
in art again. I’ve always been a creative person. My K-12 education was
full of yearly art and film and creative
writing classes, and to this day, my
mural watches over me at night when
I’m in my hometown. When I started
college, though, I couldn’t fit any art
classes in my school schedule, and
without that motivator, I quickly fell
out of practice. Over the past couple
years, it’s taken firm plans with a
friend or a deadline of sorts to get me
going again.
So when a good friend said they
wanted to do a little craft night for
their birthday on Sunday, I forced it
into my schedule. I was determined
that no homework or Netflix binges
would get in the way.

acrylic paint and brushes and snacks.
I contributed my favorite Prismacolor
colored pencils and markers, and settled onto the floor, Twizzler and paint
brush in hand.
We made a little collaborative
art circle. We each started our own
piece, added as much as we could,
then passed it to the right when the
five-minute timer we’d set went off.
We did 10 rounds of this, building
on each other’s motifs, each using
different mediums and color palettes.
We all had very different styles, and
each piece turned out radically different. Over an hour passed in the
blink of an eye, and I didn’t check my
phone once. And the final piece that
I started is absolutely mesmerizing.
It was exactly the way I wanted my
week to end.
I hung the piece on an empty
wall, in the hopes that more craft

I remember the feeling of stretching
my arms up as high as they could go,
the warm stickiness of the paint settling into my hands. The way it felt to
drop the brushes and throw my body
into it. I remember being passed a
piece of paper with some familiar elements and also completely new ones
I couldn’t have predicted on my own.
When I start to yearn for a
craft night, and feel down on myself
about not doing enough art, I also
think about this column. Every week,
regardless of the lack of time I have
to paint or color or take a film class,
I manage to write. And that feels like
enough.
At least, until the next craft
night.

Resumé

By Molly
Ruffing
Resumé
EDUCATION

Lawrence University (LU), Appleton, WI
June 2022
Majors: English & Psychology Minors: Education Studies & Creative Writing
• Cognitive Narratology in Environmental Literature Research
o Supported Professor Claire Kervin in researching the applicability of cognitive science to literature
and collected sources for her dissertation use

AWARDS & HONORS
•
•
•

Named to Dean’s List, all terms
Ambassador for Change Award 2019-2020 in Child Advocacy
Lawrence University’s 2021 Community Partner Diversity & Inclusion Champion Award

EXPERIENCE

Equal Access to Education Program Coordinator
March 2020 – Present
LU Center for Community Engagement & Social Change, Appleton, WI
• Organize and manage an online volunteer tutoring program of over 100 tutors who were matched with K-12
Appleton students as they navigate online and in-person learning during the COVID-19 pandemic
• Recruit Lawrence students and alumni as well as retired Appleton teachers to support over 130 Appleton
students, resulting in over 1,400 volunteer hours over the course of the 2020-2021 academic year
• Develop partnership with Kaukauna High School to match first-generation college students with potential
first-generation students through a virtual mentorship program amidst the COVID-19 pandemic that
required coordination with administration, school counselors, and the department of human resources
• Create an extensive, eight-week curriculum with Bloom’s Taxonomy to address barriers that exist for firstgeneration college students and provide mentors and mentees with resources and socio-emotional support
across campus
• Develop and lead a group of seven students in an eight-week program to teach them more about equitable
education and volunteering by bringing in community partners to discuss education policy when in-person
volunteering was not an option due to the COVID-19 pandemic
• Market programs to promote civic engagement via posters, emails, social media, and advertisements in school
newspaper
Editor-in-Chief, Copy Chief, Staff Writer, The Lawrentian, Appleton, WI
October 2018 – Present
• Manage an editorial board of 14 members and lead the executive team of The Lawrentian (student newspaper)
to ensure the success of 50+ staff members
• Communicate with campus offices and partners to promote equitable hiring and reporting procedures,
including standardizing a verification process for articles and restructuring the payroll system to achieve
equitable pay for all staff members
• Ensure that all articles in the student newspaper remain within journalistic and ethical standards
• Conduct informative and investigative interviews with university faculty, staff, and students
• Write a wide range of articles, including news reporting and creative content
Research Fellow, LU Psychology Department, Appleton, WI
June 2021 – December 2021
• Support teachers in their understanding and implementation of the Kindness Curriculum (mindfulness
curriculum) for their preschool students at the University Children’s Center
• Enter and analyze quantitative data from over 500 children using Excel and SPSS and present findings in an
accessible manner for community partners
• Investigate different measures of empathy, social skills, and stress for students and their teachers
• Collaborate with a team of six other students and two professors to ensure accurate and efficient entry,
cleaning, and analysis of data from eight community partners
• Implement Kindness Curriculum in two 4K classrooms at Dr. HB Tanner Early Learning Center

Join

THE LAWRENTIAN
as a writer or editor.
We want your voice in our publication.
If interested, visit lawrentian.com/apply

Attack of the
Macaroni Dragons
By Mara Logan
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Weekly Crossword
By Kelly Foy

Answers to last week’s crossword:

Crossword Week 5 Answers
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

udder Milk gate.
fdr
32nd in the White House.
windex Blue, cleans windows.
marbles You lose these when you go crazy.
contacts People in your phone, helps you see.
orchard Full of apples!
jacko Precedes the word lantern in October.
honey A loved one, bees.
tuna Comes in a can, controversial.

Faërie

By Therese McCoy
There is a particularly vicious
faerie of some renown who once
designed a mirror that would warp
the world in reflection so that all
the ugly and painful things would
seem large and intolerable while
everything lovely and wonderful
would appear small and insignificant. The faerie thought this was
a brilliant invention and laughed
heartily at everything he saw. Then
one fateful day, he dropped it from
the sky, and it shattered into millions of little pieces. These microscopic shards of glass would infect
the people of the world so that they
would only notice that which is ugly
and terrifying and forget that there
is anything beautiful in the world.
One young boy who suffered from the infection of glass
was named George. He was with
his friend Gemma when it happened, playing in the snow. He
felt something sharp strike his eye
and his chest. Ouch! he cried,
and Gemma came running over to
see what the matter was. It’s fine,
I just got something in my eye,
but it’s gone now. It was not fine,
though, because George had caught

out sledding alone. At first, he was
scared, but soon the beautiful and
imperious woman took him into
the seat of her sleigh, wrapped
him in her snow cloak and kissed
his forehead. At that moment, he
became so inebriated with the cold
that he couldn’t feel it anymore.
She left him in the vast halls of her
snow palace while she went to collect more people suffering from the
same ailment. There, he remained
for an indeterminate amount of
time, forgetting all about Gemma
and enjoying the quiet comfort of
the cold empty space. It seemed
that he would continue this existence forever when one day, a little
girl entered the abode. On seeing
him, she leapt in excitement and
wrapped him in a warm embrace.
Then, George started to feel that
perhaps he did not belong in this
cold palace after all, but, all the
same, he was determined to stay
and did not move. At his unresponsiveness, Gemma began to cry,
and her warm tears thawed his icy
heart. Now, George woke up and
wondered why he was here and
seeing Gemma, he recognized her.

a piece of the distorting mirror in
his eye and heart. The first thing
he noticed was that their snow man
was lopsided, so he destroyed the
whole thing. When Gemma started
crying, he didn’t see that she was
afraid and hurt but only noticed
that the tears made her look
ugly. This unexpected demeanor
increased over the days, and soon
he would not talk to Gemma at all
except to tell her that she said or
did something wrong.
Not long after the incident,
when George had thoroughly
drawn into himself and decided
the world was too ugly to behold,
the Snow Queen abducted him.
She carried him off while he was

Then, the sinking feeling of shame
filled his heart, and he wished he
could leave the snow house. Still, he
felt that he was bound to this place
and that Gemma and his home
could never welcome him again.
This thought brought forth a burst
of tears, and so he cried out the
remaining shard of mirror in his
eye. Then he saw how generous it
was that Gemma came all this way
to find him, and he found a way to
hope that they would soon be home
and the world would be beautiful
once more.
*Based on the fairy tale of
The Snow Queen as told by Hans
Christian Anderson.

Edgar & Poe

By Isabella Thompson
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The Book
Club
Mikayla Henry
Columnist

_____________________________

With Valentine’s Day creeping closer, it’s hard not to feel the
romance saturating the air around
us as couples prepare to celebrate
the holiday. To help the readers out
there get into that romantic mood,
I have decided to discuss a few of
the popular romance titles that are
taking the world by storm. I personally have not read many romance
novels, mainly since I find a few of
them to be rather cheesy, but I know
that “BookTok” is full of countless
recommendations. Besides fantasy,
romance happens to be the most popular genre on the app. So I did some
research and wrote down a few of the
titles and authors that appeared the
most often on “BookTok.” Without
further ado, let’s dive into this week’s
recommendations.
Within the romance genre, readers can often find titles separated
into a few categories: there are the
stories with a cheesy romance, classic
romance novels and the works that
are rather risqué in nature. Luckily,
“BookTok” has a few titles within each
of these categories, so it’s easy to find
a book that suits your preference. On
the cheesier end of the spectrum lies
Colleen Hoover, a popular “BookTok”
author who has surged in popularity
thanks to the app. Readers are a little
divided when it comes to her works –
some find the books to be extremely
moving, while others find them to be
a tad cheesy but good enough for a
“quick read.” No matter the opinion,
her books have continued to fly off
the shelves of bookstores for months,
and most likely will for months to
come. A few of her most popular
titles are It Ends With Us, Verity and
November 9th, though the majority of her avid fans would argue that
you can’t go wrong with any of her
books. If you’re more interested in a
romance series rather than a standalone, Elle Kennedy has quite a few
that find themselves frequently mentioned on “BookTok” as well, such as
her Off-Campus series. Hers are often
described as a tad cheesy as well, but
with a hint of occasional spice.

Lauren Woodzicka
Staff Writer

____________________________

Mitski fans have been impatiently awaiting her latest album, Laurel
Hell, released on February 4. After
announcing that she was retiring
from the industry, she returned due
to contractual obligations. Due to her
qualms about releasing the album,
many of the tracks deal with themes of
disillusionment. Although most of her
albums have a dark tone, Laurel Hell
is particularly dismal in its portrayal
of autonomy and authority. Mitski
is known for her particular brand of
“sad girl” music, a label she resents,
and the latest album examines this
description as she questions her art-

Want something more risqué?
“BookTok” will point you towards
“SpicyBookTok”, filled with books
that may leave you blushing. Katee
Roberts is known for creating her
Dark Olympus series, which features
rather steamy retellings of the most
popular couples in Greek Mythology.
Her first book, Neon Gods, focuses on Persephone and Hades, while
the plot of her second one, Electric
Idol, centers around Eros and
Psyche. A few honorable mentions
of “SpicyBookTok” are The Love
Hypothesis by Ali Hazelwood, which
will make you look at Adam Driver
in a whole new light afterwards, and
The Spanish Love Deception by Elena
Armas, which is a classic enemies-tolovers work.
For those more interested in an
LGBTQ+ love story, “BookTok” has
you covered, as well. The Heartstopper
graphic novel series by Alice Oseman
centers around two teenage boys as
they come to terms with their identity
within the LGBTQ+ community and
work past the various issues that arise
along the way, all while falling in love.
The chapters I glanced at were rather
adorable, so I believe that the series
will be a wholesome read. On the
more tragic side of the spectrum, we
have The Song of Achilles, which is
one of my favorite books. It is a Greek
Mythology retelling that focuses on
Patroclus and Achilles as they grow
up and fall in love, all while taking
on the various gods and wars that
come their way. It’s a beautiful story,
guaranteed to make you cry. One of
the other tragic LGBTQ+ books that
is mentioned frequently is They Both
Die at the End. Is the title itself a
spoiler? Most likely. The story follows
two boys as they spend their last day
on Earth together and fall in love in
the process.
If none of these titles have caught
your interest, but you’re still looking for a romantic read this month,
never fear! “BookTok” has way more
titles than the ones I have mentioned
here, so it wouldn’t hurt to do some
research on Google to find the book
that’s the best fit for you. As always,
happy reading!
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Olivia Zimberoff

College Ave Rewind(s):
Missing the Pets
food and hydration, likely left behind
by her mother. They are the furry
loves of my life. Being away at school
is tough without them. I miss all of it.
Mikey waking me in the morning by
swatting at my hand until I pet her,
and even Remy, who frequently waits
to attack my feet as I innocently walk
by, are things I wish I had right now.
If you’re still reading, you can probably relate to the pet love. Here are
some ideas to help you with the “What
to do when I miss my pet?”
First off, we all have phones,
so chances are you have photos of
your furry friend(s) in your camera
roll, which means they are always
right there for us to stare at, laugh
at or just remember how much we
love them. Ask for pics or videos!
Text your siblings, parents, friends
and have them capture anything from
the funny moments to the beautiful,
mundane occurrences like your puppy
sleeping on FaceTime with your mom.
Demand an appearance from your
hamster. Talk to your dog. It all helps.
Another trick that works well for
me is talking about them. Next time
you find yourself running out of small
talk ideas, find out who has pets, what

kind of pets and what their stories
are. You will find that most people
love to share details about their nonhuman besties. I have a few Polaroids
of Remy and Mike on the wall in my
room right next to my beloved human
friends. Without a doubt, that inspires
whoever is looking at them to pull
out their phones and begin to share
about their pets waiting for them at
home.
Something else I highly recommend is going to visit the beautiful
service dog in the Warch lobby on
Thursday evenings. Peak is the fluffiest and prettiest white-coated Golden
Retriever you have ever seen. Peak’s
favorite toy is a fluffy stuffed chicken toy that she keeps in her mouth
as she walks to each person, letting
them pet her soft fur. If you’re lucky,
sometimes she’ll even lay her head
in your lap. Nothing beats a happy
dog who’s excited to see you, especially one whose job it is to help you
maintain your sanity. And they are
excellent at it. This visit truly is one of
the many highlights in my week. Peak
and her trainer are at the back of the
main floor of Warch every Thursday
at 6:30pm.

For the average concert-attendee, such as me, percussion can be
easily dismissed as a simple backbeat
element invented to support another
main cast of musical instruments.
There is no denying that percussion serves as the glue and backbone
of many songs closest to my heart,
and that without its various forms,
music simply wouldn’t work the
same way. However, the percussion
quartet Third Coast Percussion, who
performed at Lawrence’s Chapel on
Friday night, showed me that there is
a certain showmanship to percussion
instruments, fuming with passion and
pure energy, drawing listeners and
players into the fundamental human
experience of sound.
Third Coast Percussion consists of percussionists Sean Connors,
Robert Dillon, Peter Martin and
David Skidmore. The Grammy

Award-winning group has been performing for over fifteen years and, in
addition to original music, has premiered many compositions by both
experienced and debut artists. The
stage consisted of many instruments
utilized throughout different pieces,
including two five-octave marimbas,
tuned metal pipes and bars, two bowls
of water with a splash guard and several other sticks and mallets varying
in size, texture, length and hardness.
The pieces performed included
the works of Clarice Assad, Philip
Glass, Danny Elfman, Devonté Hynes
and Jlin. Before each performance,
Third Coast Percussion would reveal
what inspired the piece, often including videos of the composers talking
about their work. Then they would
begin to play, and while they were
sometimes accompanied by videos on
the screens behind them, there were
very few instances where this was
essential to the work. These artists
are no doubt performers, and watch-

ing the intensity of their playing and
expressions, I finally understood why
someone might want to perform for
a living. They felt what they were
playing and built off of each other’s
energy to make each performance
memorable.
While every piece performed that
night was worthy of adoration, my
personal favorite was by the last artist
on the program, Jlin, who wrote the
five-movement piece Perspective. The
fourth movement in particular, titled
“Derivative,” was when I found myself
most drawn into the music. Suddenly
I wasn’t just picturing scenes of
nature or watching and enjoying a
performance. I felt the intensity and
emotion, and was able to understand
music as a language in and of itself.
As Third Coast Percussion’s musical
journey continues, I can only hope
that others will be swayed with the
passion their performance entails,
and that their music will live on for
generations.

the stage for the rest of the album
where she explores her artistry and
performance in general. “Valentine,
Texas” can also be read as a song
about a performance for a romantic
partner, and many of Mitski’s songs
have double meanings that apply to
her career as a musician and personal
life, as well.
“Working for the Knife” furthers
the theme present in the first track,
with Mitski describing living under a
metaphorical “knife” that oppresses
her. Mitski has shared that she wants
the knife to be whatever the listener
needs it to be, whether it be capitalism, mental illness, or otherwise. The
song describes the emotional highs

and lows of artistry, as well as the pitfalls of growing older and cynical. She
writes, “I used to think I’d tell stories /
But nobody cared for the stories I had
about / No good guys,” referencing
her label as the “sad girl” artist who
writes about her love life woes.
Another track that deals with
her lack of autonomy as an artist and
human being is “Everyone,” where
Mitski reflects on her choices as an
individual. She describes deliberately
making choices that go against the
grain, only to realize that she’s not
free, but “back in the line again.”
This could perhaps be a reference to
her contractual obligations to create
this album, where being “back in the

line again” is being forced to make
music despite trying to take a different path. She similarly examines her
lack of control in “Heat Lightning,”
where she struggles with insomnia.
She concludes that, “There’s nothing
I can do / Not much I can change / I
give it up to you / I surrender,” giving
power to the universe instead of her
overwhelming thoughts.
Laurel Hell is a contemplative listen, and although many of its
themes relate to artistry, it’s relatable
to a wide audience. It’s bittersweet to
appreciate the album while knowing
Mitski didn’t entirely want to write it,
but as a Mitski fan, it would be impossible for me not to enjoy the album.

Columnist

_____________________________

In my opinion, one of the hardest
things about being away from home is
that I really miss my cats. I want to be
there when the super-sleek grey one
steals cheese from someone’s plate
while they’re eating. I want to hear
the crash as the little tabby one knocks
a vase off the counter. Then I might
not see her for hours because she
has scared herself into hiding. Both
of my kittens were rescued from our
neighborhood at different times by
my family. Fostering them back to
health included many bottle-feedings
and endless hours of carrying them
everywhere with us, hiding the fact
they had fleas from one parent, and all
the while falling madly in love. Then,
the persuasive arguments (aka begging) to keep them began. In the end,
it wasn’t the toughest sell. We named
them, and now they are loyal members of our family. Remy was found
in 2017 at about 10 to 14 days old
because he was screaming while he
was stuck under a friend’s back deck.
Mikey was found on our front step at
six weeks old, lifeless from a lack of

Third Coast Percussion at
Lawrence University

Taylor Yakey-Hughes
Staff Writer

_____________________________

Album Review: Laurel Hell

istry and image. Despite the often
depressing tone, the upbeat synth
tracks and catchy choruses provide for
an enjoyable listen, and avid Mitski
listeners and new fans alike will enjoy
the album.
The album opens with “Valentine,
Texas,” where Mitski opens herself up
to the public gaze once again. The
song opens with, “Let’s step carefully into the dark / Once we’re in,
I’ll remember my way around,” creating connotations of performing for an
audience. This is furthered with the
lines, “Who will I be tonight? / Who
will I become tonight?” where Mitski
questions her artistic presence and
autonomy in the role. This song sets
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Gallery Talk:
Crossing the Vertical
Border

Movies, Movies,
Movies

THE LAWRENTIAN

Levi Homman
Staff Writer

_____________________________

Professor Jiménez-Anglada delivered a gallery talk in the Wriston Art Galleries on the
exhibition Crossing the Vertical Border: On the Central American Migrant Trail.
Photos by Adam Fleischer

Sarah Matthews
A&E Editor

____________________________

Content Warning: The exhibition Crossing the Vertical Border:
On the Central American Migrant
Trail contains violence and sexual
assault representations. This article
discusses these topics. Please see the
graphic for counseling and Title IX
resources at Lawrence.
On Thursday, February 3,
Professor Thelma Jiménez-Anglada
delivered a gallery talk on the exhibition she researched and curated
in the Wriston Art Galleries, called
Crossing the Vertical Border: On the
Central American Migrant Trail.
Jiménez-Anglada, an assistant professor of Spanish at Lawrence University,
began the talk by emphasizing that the
exhibition was planned for the Spring
Term of 2020, before the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore,
although Jiménez-Anglada originally
planned to have other guest speakers for the opening of the exhibition,
she delivered her talk alone. JiménezAnglada also intended this exhibition
to open during a different political
climate, in which the topics of immigration and border control under the
presidency of Donald Trump were
detrimental.
However,
Jiménez-Anglada
emphasized that despite a change
in presidency, issues on the United
States–Mexican border are still very
much alive today, stating, “Children
are still in cages. Families still haven’t
been reunited.” Crossing the Vertical
Border: On the Central American
Migrant Trail is both a photographic
and textual representation of the dangerous obstacles migrants face while
on the trail, including violence, sexual
assault, rape and death. The exhibition, featuring a large wall decal
map of Mexico and the United States,
highlighting the length and path of
the trail, is meant to guide viewers
as if they were traveling on the trail
themselves.
As visitors walk through the
exhibition, they begin with an over-

view of the Central American Migrant
Trail, starting from Mexico. The opening text on the wall states, “Each year,
approximately 500,000 undocumented Central Americans cross Mexico
en route to the United States. For the
majority of them, this voyage signifies
persecution, extortion, assaults, rape
or even death—either at the hands of
organized crime or under the wheels
of a train.”
Next, visitors interact with passages of text from Óscar Martínez’s
non-fiction novel Los migrantes que
no importan, later translated into
English as The Beast. For example,
one wall text quoting Martínez states,
“We’re walking among the dead.
Life’s value seems reduced, continuously dangled like bait on a fishing
line.” Along with textual representations, photographs from Edu Ponces
and Tonir Arnau (RUIDO Photo and
Elfaro.net) are hung along the walls.
These photographs are of scenes
and people on the Central American
Migrant Trail, and many depict the
struggles of the journey.
Jiménez-Anglada spoke of these
dangers during the gallery talk, highlighting that many migrants do not
make it far enough to cross the border
into the United States. Many migrants
are kidnapped and killed, as JiménezAnglada explains: “Undocumented
people are killable in the eyes of the
state.” In addition, Jiménez-Anglada
spoke of the life-threatening, yet common reality of sexual assault and rape
of women along the trail. Women’s
bodies on the trail act as cash transactions to cross the border, allowing for
migrants’ bodies to seem disposable,
Jiménez-Anglada explains.
Jiménez-Anglada concluded the
gallery talk by reading aloud a list
of names to remember the Central
Americans who once traveled on the
Central American Migrant Trail.
For those interested in viewing
Crossing the Vertical Border: On the
Central American Migrant Trail, the
Wriston Art Galleries will be open
through March 11.
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Drive My Car, directed by
Ryusuke Hamaguchi — 5/5 Stars
If you ask Ryusuke Hamaguchi,
the human experience is shaped by
our failings. We do things we regret,
sometimes things we will never forgive ourselves for. We tell stories
about our pain, and often, we let
those stories envelop and reflect us.
We come from different places and
speak different languages, but trauma
and guilt are universal, and storytelling connects us, even if it can never
really heal our wounds. Hamaguchi’s
Drive My Car, the three-hour epic
based on a short story by Haruki
Murakami, earned an Oscar nomination for Best Picture this week, and is
easily the most deserving film on the
list. Painfully patient and subdued,
endlessly layered, and profoundly
affecting, Drive My Car is nothing
short of a masterpiece.
Yūsuke Kafuku, the film’s
protagonist, played by Hidetoshi
Nishijima, has one of Murakami’s
typical dispositions. A successful
stage actor and theater director, he
chain smokes, listens to classical
music on vinyl and has become disillusioned with his wife Oto, played by
Reika Kirishima, due to her infidelity,
something he witnesses firsthand in
the opening moments of the film. The
first forty minutes uncover painful
moments from the both the past and
present, largely through the lens of
Yūsuke’s starring role in a production
of Waiting for Godot, as well as his
preparation for the titular role in a
production of Uncle Vanya. Oto has
recorded the script of Uncle Vanya
on cassette tape with Yūsuke’s lines
missing, allowing him to rehearse
his dialogue on his drive to and from
work. Both the content of Waiting
for Godot and Uncle Vanya begin
to reflect Yūsuke’s real life in surreal ways, culminating in a shocking, completely unexpected traumatic
event that, in a more conventional
movie, would mark the beginning
of the third act. In Drive My Car,
though, it’s where the opening credits
roll. Spoilers follow.

One day, as Yūsuke is leaving
for work, Oto tells him that she wants
to talk to him when he gets home.
When he does return home, though,
she’s collapsed on the ground, dead
from a brain hemorrhage. The audience is immediately met with Oto’s
funeral, and soon after, Yūsuke’s performance in Uncle Vanya, where he
has an emotional breakdown, fleeing
the stage, and is unable to continue
acting. The story then jumps ahead
two years; Yūsuke is now heading
to a theater residency in Hiroshima,
where he’ll direct a version of Uncle
Vanya. As the titular car, a soon-tobe-iconic bright red Saab 900, rolls
down the highway, the title appears
on screen, and it’s hard not to be
struck with a sense of awe, excitement and fear about where the story
may go next, or what trauma may
come back to haunt it.
In Hiroshima, Yūsuke’s Uncle
Vanya is a multilingual production,
with the ensemble cast all speaking different languages, including
Cantonese, English and even sign
language. Each cast member is limited in their understanding of each
other, so this avant-garde approach
forces them to perform based on tone
and body language, emphasizing the
emotion and physicality of the script.
In one scene during the audition process, Yūsuke is asked why he hasn’t
chosen to cast himself in the titular
role. He replies, “Chekhov is terrifying [. . .] when you say his lines, he
drags out the real you.”
There, Yūsuke also meets a
valet, a young, aloof woman assigned
to drive him back and forth between
his hotel and the company. He at first
objects to a valet, protective of his car
and his daily routine of rehearsing the
play’s script during his drives, but the
company insists the service is mandatory, and he eventually gives in. The
driver, Misaki Watari, played by Tôko
Muira, slowly grows to understand
Yūsuke’s past, and shares with him
some emotional trauma of her own.
While the relationship between the
two is only one small piece of the
film’s thematic weight, it remains
a constant for the remainder of the

between much of the film’s ethereal
concepts. This connection eventually
leads to arguably the most harrowing scene in the entire movie, where
the two visit the collapsed ruins of
Misaki’s childhood home, where she
left her abusive mother to die. This
moment is emotionally heavy, but
also has an element of catharsis as the
character confronts her past, choosing to continue with her life despite
the burdens on her conscience and
psyche. Yūsuke, driven by Misaki,
eventually returns to the theater company to discover that his lead actor
has been arrested for murder, and,
despite his earlier fears, eventually
decides to take on the role himself.
The final scene of the film sees Misaki
alone, departing a grocery store and
driving Yūsuke’s car with a dog in
the back seat. It’s ambiguous, but she
seems happier; she’s moving forward.
While the ending is somewhat
cathartic, it intentionally doesn’t tie
up any loose ends and leaves more
questions than answers. The questions of plot mechanics, though,
clearly aren’t what Hamaguchi
intends for audiences to take away
from the story. Rather, he seeks
to ask questions with the audience, exploring a multitude of ideas
around life and death, guilt and forgiveness. Postmodernism and surrealism are central; a certain audition
scene may conjure up comparisons
to Naomi Watts’ in David Lynch’s
Mulholland Drive. The elements
of an aging actor blending fiction
and reality may remind viewers of
John Cassavetes’ Opening Night or
Alejandro Iñárritu’s Birdman. The
long, dark drive to the remains of
Misaki’s house bears some clear
similarities to a sequence in Charlie
Kaufman’s I’m Thinking of Ending
Things. Contextualized, though,
these pieces fit together so perfectly
that their inspiration is only peripheral, and Drive My Car*becomes not
just novel, but utterly beautiful. Shot,
colored and scored just as carefully
and purposefully as it’s written and
acted, Drive My Car is an absolute
must-see and is clearly deserving of
the Best Picture title this year.

runtime, and acts as an intermediary

Counseling
Services at LU

Title IX Resources
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A skirt doesn't alter my identity
Jorja Springer

Staff Writer
________________________
At the start of high school, I
dressed in baggy clothes and
clunky boots. My head was shaved.
If it weren’t for my short stature,
I might’ve easily been mistaken for
a boy. I was actively creating distance between myself and my idea of
femininity. Like many others, I associated my femininity with weakness
and ignorance. I had grown to hate it
over time, to hate the way it enabled
people to view me and treat me. I did
what I felt would protect me from
those misconceptions. By presenting
androgynously, I convinced myself
that I would be perceived as stronger and more intelligent. I thought I

would be taken more seriously. I was
insecure in my femininity and, while I
didn’t know it at the time, insecure in
my identity as a woman overall.
I had for so long associated being
a woman with the trauma that accompanies it. Misogyny didn’t wait for
me to be sixteen, couldn’t even wait
for me to understand the word. I
had experienced multiple instances
of harassment based on my perceived
gender before I became a teenager. I
resented being perceived as a woman
because of this, inadvertently internalizing the very misogyny I had experienced. When I first started questioning my gender identity, I experienced severe imposter syndrome and
convinced myself that my choice of
expression was a trauma response
and nothing more. It took a lot of

good friends and a lot of learning to
confront how I was feeling and realize
that I was non-binary.
There is a freedom to be found
in realizing something about yourself,
especially something like this. When
I realized that I wasn’t a woman, I
allowed myself to wear the clothes I
kept hidden in my closet. Crop tops,
skirts, even the color pink suddenly
felt safe for me to enjoy. I gave myself
permission to be feminine and engage
with the things I had viewed as limiting for so long. I had to relearn a lot
about what femininity meant to me
and how gender expression and identity differed, but I eventually reached
a place of being secure in both.
Obviously, I experience some
issues being an AFAB (assigned
female at birth) person who presents

femininely. People around me tend to
default to the “she” in “she/they.” I’m
aware that I will usually be perceived
by people who don’t know me as a
“woman” rather than a non-binary
person. While these things used to
hurt me, I find that I don’t care about
them as more time passes. I am comfortable in my identity, and I am validated both through my own experience and the experiences of those
close to me.
Since coming to Lawrence, I’ve
been lucky enough to be surrounded
by people who have undertaken similarly weird journeys with their gender.
Some of the people I’ve talked to are
still figuring it out, and it makes me
feel better because I feel like I’m still
figuring it out too. I might not ever
find that destination point at which

I fully understand my feelings on the
matter, but that’s fine, because I am
happy right here and right now. I
don’t need to figure everything out
and I don’t owe any explanations
about it to anyone.
So maybe I’m failing at being
non-binary. It’s a conclusion I’ve
come to after multiple experiences of
being misgendered and a conclusion
that has been expressed by others previous to my adopting of it. I do not fit
within the confines of the skinny, perfectly androgynous non-binary person
that many people expect. I won’t cut
my hair, and I won’t perform. My
gender is not aesthetic or simple, but
it’s mine. It’s mine, and that’s good
enough for me.

Valentine’s Day sucks, but so does everything right now. Here’s the silver lining.
Evan Ney

Op-Ed Editor
________________________
It hardly takes a cynic to hate
Valentine’s Day. And yet, as it’s coming up, newspapers across the country
will surely be printing headlines like,
“Still need a gift for the big day? Here
are 17 last-minute items she’s sure
to love!” or “A comprehensive guide
to being single on Valentine’s Day.”
Insipid. Uninspired. Truly, a nightmare to read and to print. For people
who are single and in all sorts of relationships alike, Valentine’s Day brings
a flurry of unwelcome pressure and
expectations. If you’re single, the day
seems to ask, “Why?”, with a prying
cock of the head. If you’re in a relationship, it seems to remark, “What

are you getting them? Just that?” as it
opens its cavernous cash register. And
worst of all, if you and your person are
somewhere in between those options,
it slithers between you, whispering
“What are you?” And forget it if you’re
non-monogamous or anything like it;
The Market will eventually figure out
how to monetize non-traditional relationships, but it’s still a bit behind the
curve in that regard.
The role of Valentine’s Day as a
capitalist scheme is well documented,
and I don’t need to tell you how telling everyone that true love and commitment can be bought at your local
Hallmark or Kay Jewelers is problematic, especially amongst college kids.
What’s perhaps worse than that is

look so perfect. Even in the healthiest relationships, it’s hard not to feel
the weight of expectation on one’s
shoulders, and even amongst the most
heartfelt messages, it’s hard for one’s
Instagram caption to not feel somewhat contrived among a sea of others
only a few words different from it.
For those dealing with grief or other
difficult circumstances, seeing seemingly everyone else happy just makes
matters worse too. I had a buddy in
high school whose girlfriend broke up
with him on February 13th. I think of
him every year.
And as much as I’d enjoy continuing to systematically dunk on every
aspect of the day, I probably wouldn’t
be telling you much you didn’t already

And so I will: I’ll be the first to admit
that I do read all those articles listing
things to buy and telling me what to
do if I end up alone on the 14th, and I
also enjoy a position of privilege that
allows me to save up to buy my girlfriend a few things I think she’ll really
like. It feels like an article like this
should provide a lengthy history of
the holiday, detailing how it came to
be and how it became what it is now,
but I don’t know any of that information, and if you want me to find the
time to research it, I’ll forward your
complaints to my professors. What I
do know is that increasingly, people
have been co-opting the holiday for
their own purposes, independent of
those dreamt up and marketed by

is an empty, capitalist scam designed
to sell you boxes of chocolate and
expensive jewelry at the threat of conflict, or worse, loneliness, but we don’t
get enough opportunities in this world
to tell each other that we care about
one another. And chocolate is great
too. I wish I had some wiser sentiment, or some insight I could offer
beyond this, but for now, all I can tell
you is to tell someone — a friend, a
partner, a family member, whoever
really — that you love them, to mean
it, and to be good to yourself in the
most honest, authentic way you can.
Consider this article a Valentine from
your good pals at The Lawrentian.
And more importantly, if you know
anybody who works at Fratello’s who

scrolling through social media on such
a day, when everything tends to just

know. You read the headline; “Get to
the silver lining!” I hear you shouting.

think tanks and executive boards.
I also know that Valentine’s Day

can get me a reservation next weekend, let me know. I’ll owe you one.

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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Artists and their audiences
Sarah Matthews

A&E Editor
__________________________
I have never called myself an
artist. Usually, I just say I’m someone
who loves art. And that’s true, I do
love looking at art, but I also love
making it. I don’t remember a sliver
of my childhood when I wasn’t drawing with Crayola markers or painting
with watercolors. My life as a youngster was constantly consumed by art,
and I really loved every second of it. I
grew up in a household that embraced
creativity, so no matter how terrible
my kindergarten drawings were, I was
never told they were bad.
When I started taking art classes
in middle school, I automatically compared myself to my peers. Making art
kind of took a downhill turn from
there, as I felt embarrassed to practice
in front of other people. While I had a

few art classes in high school, making
art just wasn’t fun for me anymore.
I easily associated my artistic worth
with the grade I was making in class.
And, being a busy high schooler, I
never had the time to make art on
my own.
Now, three years into my college
career, I’m starting to pick art back
up. I felt like I was stretching myself
when I became an art history major,
if I’m being honest. Feeling a bit of
imposter syndrome, I thought, “Who
am I to talk about art? I don’t know
anything.”
As I slowly get more and more
comfortable with my major, I am trying to see art and art making in a new
light. I know that I can write academic
essays about artwork, so what is stopping me from making my own? Well, I
don’t think other people would call me
an artist, so I don’t call myself one. I

don’t have an audience rooting me on,
so I assume that I’m simply not an artist. Lately, though, I’ve come to realize
you don’t need anyone to tell you who
or what you are.
Being famous is not what makes
you an artist, even though it may
seem like it. I never had anyone in
middle or high school tell me I could
be an artist just for myself; my artistic
skills were solely based on what grade
my art teacher gave me. So for those
of you questioning your abilities as
artists, I am here to tell you that you
can be what you want for yourself. As
cliché as it sounds, you don’t need to
prove to anyone that you’re an artist.
You can just be one.
As much as I hate to tell other
people out of fear of judgment, I really
like photography. Taking photos truly
brings me joy and is one of the only
things I get excited about time and

time again. Taking this into account,
I think my love for photography is a
good enough reason to start thinking
of myself as an artist. While I may
never make money from my photos, I
at least experience something positive
creating them. As I struggle between
thinking of myself as an artist telling
people this is “just a hobby of mine,”
I remind you that you don’t need to
always shoot yourself down. You don’t
owe anyone an explanation as to why
you like something. If I like photography and I want to call myself an artist,
I am going to do it even if no one ever
sees my photos.
This is a mindset I continue
to explore, and I’m not always as
confident as I seem in this article. I
constantly doubt if my art is “good
enough” as I reshape my thoughts
about who can be an artist, and while
I still experience setbacks (because

I am a human being), I can at least
say it feels nice when I do believe in
myself.
I find it so ironic that I question
my art skills as an art history major.
Through my studies, I have come to
respect and appreciate artists, even
if I don’t necessarily find their work
aesthetically pleasing. I believe with
my whole heart that my friends are
artists. I, and I think all of us, need
to start showing up for ourselves the
way we believe in other people. I am
allowed to enjoy photography. I am
allowed to call myself an artist. I am
allowed to believe in my abilities. You
are, too.
Whether hundreds of thousands
of people see, hear or experience your
artwork, or you save it only for yourself, know that your creative senses
are endless. Call yourself what you
want. Be an artist.

An open letter to administration on COVID-19
Nathan Wall

Staff Writer
__________________________
There has been a COVID-19 wave
on campus this Winter Term, with
cases shooting up to 85 on the second week back, and cases hovering
around the 30s and 40s for the past
three weeks. Cases are even trending
slightly up as of last week’s statistics,
and while a lot of that can be attributed to the omicron variant, there are
specific things that the administration
at Lawrence, in my opinion, could do
but hasn’t done to keep cases down
on campus.
I want to make a quick note
here: When I say “admin” or “the
administration” in this article, I am
referring only to the officials directly
involved in top-level decision making

and pandemic planning. Not every
single member of the administration
is responsible for these decisions.
That being said, I believe that
the administration is largely responsible for the COVID-19 outbreak on
campus at the end of Fall Term 2021.
Our student body is 93% vaccinated, and while that’s better than the
national vaccination rate, there’s still
roughly 100 Lawrence students who
aren’t vaccinated. Lawrence’s website states that “Lawrence University
requires all students 16 and older
accessing and living on campus to be
fully vaccinated against COVID-19.”
On the other hand, Lawrence offers
three exceptions to this rule. The first
exception is “medical reasons,” which
makes sense. Some people are physiologically not able to be vaccinated,
and in that case, you should not be

required to get vaccinated. The second exception is “religious belief,”
which I don’t personally think should
be a legitimate reason to endanger
public health, but there is a First
Amendment issue there. The third
exception, however, “personal conviction,” is complete and utter crap
and contradicts the first statement.
If something is required unless you
really, really don’t want to do it, it is
by definition not required.
On the other hand, Carleton
College in Minnesota, another small,
private liberal arts college, is 98–99%
vaccinated and only offers exemptions for medical or religious reasons, not “personal conviction.” Now
let’s compare the Fall 2021 COVID-19
outbreaks on both respective campuses: at Lawrence, the height of the
spike saw 29 active cases, while at

Carleton, the height of the spike was
9. This is especially astonishing since
Carleton has 510 more students than
Lawrence. To be fair, the omicron
spike at Lawrence was slightly lower
than Carleton’s.
Aside from the “vaccine requirement,” I take issue with the fact that
students have no 24-hour health service on campus and are left to guess
what to do during off-hours, and the
fact that students who have tested
positive have been told to quarantine
in their dorms. There’s also the issue
of rapid tests being mostly reserved
for sports teams, while conservatory
students are asked to put off concerts, recitals and rehearsals. On top
of that, virtual classes aren’t an option
for students who do test positive, or
who don’t feel comfortable being in
an in-person class, putting disabled

and immunocompromised students
at a greater risk. And has there been
any serious disciplinary action taken
against those who walk around campus wearing their masks incorrectly
all day?
It’s clear that Lawrence
University doesn’t have an adequate
plan to deal with COVID-19, but it
doesn’t have to be this way. We could
take a stand and mandate vaccines,
we could distribute rapid tests more
fairly throughout the school, we could
keep a virtual option open for students who need it and support our
Wellness Center more during this
public health crisis. Our administration could have chosen to handle this
pandemic responsibly, and they can
still choose to do the right thing.
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If you could have any animal as a pet, what would you have?
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